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Yanin E. P. V. I. Vernadsky 3 private-docent of Kiev University and his course of general geochemistry 

The article publishes archival documents and provides other information indicating that during his stay in 

Kiev in 191831919, Academician V. I. Vernadsky worked at the Kiev University (St. Vladimir University) as 

a freelance junior lecturer (private-docent). It describes his lectures on «General Course of Geochemistry», 
which he delivered at the Kiev University during this time. The article provides a structure for the course, 

which consisted of nine lectures, and a brief summary of each lecture. It was in these lectures that Vernadsky 

first established the most important theoretical principles of the new science of geochemistry, its position 

among the geological sciences, its objectives, subject, and content. He also developed concepts of 

geochemical migration and the forms of occurrence of chemical elements, their geochemical classification, 

and laid the foundations of his theories on living matter and its geological role in the biosphere. This course in 

general geochemistry in many ways became the basis not only for lectures on geochemistry, which Vernadsky 

subsequently gave at the Taurida University (191931920), at the Academy of Sciences in Petrograd (1921), at 

the Petrograd Agricultural Institute of Experimental Business (192131922), in Paris, at the Sorbonne (19223
1923), in Prague (February 3 March 1928), at the Academy of Sciences in Leningrad (192831929), but also 

for Russian Russian was one of his main and outstanding works, the classic «Essays on Geochemistry», which 
were published in French in 1924 and in Russian in 1927, and then (supplemented by Vernadsky) were 

republished in German (1930), Japanese (1933) and Russian (1934). 

Keywords: V. I. Vernadsky, Kiev University, private-docent, geochemistry, lecture course, archival 

documents. 


