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?>44>=0 8,1 A<, <0:A8<0;L=K9 480<5B@ BC;>20 23 A< (@8A. 1,5). �0==K5 >1@07FK 
B8?8G=K :0: 4;O ?0<OB=8:>2 !86=53> #>4=5?@>2LO, B0: 8 4;O 1>;55 70?04=KE 
>1;0AB59, 345 O2;ONBAO >4=8< 87 =081>;55 ?>?C;O@=KE B8?>2 ?>AC4K [8, A. 306; 11, 
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V. Kropotov. Three Sarmatian funeral complexes from the steppe Crimea 
The work analyzes three recently discovered burial monuments of the 1st century BC 3 mid (?) 1st 

century AD in the Steppe Crimea. Their distinctive features are the use of an older kurgan for burial, the 

predominant orientation of the deceased to the northern sector, the insignificant depth of the burial, the paucity 

of grave goods, etc. 3 typical for early Sarmatian burials of the Northern Black Sea region. Therefore, the 

complexes under consideration should be correlated specifically with this cultural group. It is important to 

emphasize that, although large-scale field research in recent years has covered a significant part of the steppe 

space of the Crimean Peninsula, passing through it in a wide strip from east to west, Sarmatian monuments 

have not been identified in most of this territory. The newly opened complexes are located on the Kerch 

Peninsula and near it, i.e. in those areas in which Sarmatian burials were previously known. This only 
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confirms the conclusion already made about the location of Sarmatian burials in the Steppe Crimea only in a 

narrow strip along the northern and north-eastern borders of the region, along the coast of the Black Sea and 

Sivash. This location, apparently, marks the path of the ancient nomads from the Dnieper region 3 one of the 

main areas of their settlement 3 to the ancient centers of the Crimean Peninsula, in particular Panticapaeum, to 

carry out trade and other relationships. 

Keywords: Steppe Crimea, Sarmatians, mounds, burials, late Hellenism, early Sarmatian culture, ancient 

trade routes. 

 


