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Zarubina K. A. «The dream of dividing the landowner's land» or the public mood of the peasants 

after the reform of 1861 (based on the materials of the Kursk province) 

The article discusses some of the results of the abolition of serfdom in Russia, analyzes the goals, content 

of the peasant reform, its prerequisites. On the basis of archival materials, the public sentiments of the 

peasants, as the overwhelming majority of the population of the country, after the abolition of serfdom (on the 

example of the Kursk province) are studied in detail. It is shown that most of the rural population after the 

peasant reform of 1861 felt «robbed» and expected a new «correct» «redistribution» of the landowner's land. 
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The peasantry, as a rule, demonstrated their dissatisfaction with the internal political course being 

implemented in a passive form, but active resistance to landlords and local authorities was not uncommon. 

Keywords: peasantry, peasant reform, serfdom, land plots, landlords, public sentiment. 

 


