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Mankov S.A. Mikhailov V. V.  The reaction of the authorities to the violence of the landowners in 

the 1840s on the example of the case of podporuchik A. F. Mishagin 

The broad power powers that the landowners had during the period of serfdom often led to abuses and 

acts of mutual violence in relations between the nobility and peasants. The period of the reign of Nicholas I is 

characterized by the attempts of the Emperor's personal intervention in the social position of the peasantry and 

the strengthening of strictness against the landlords, who used cruelty in managing their estates. Using the 

example of the case of podporuchik Alexei Fedorovich Mishagin (181731862), the article examines the 

reaction of the authorities of the St. Petersburg province to fanaticism against serfs. In the 1840s the sad facts 

of bullying and cruelty to the dependent population in most cases were not ignored, but entailed a legal 

assessment by the provincial authorities. Separately, facts from the biography of representatives of the 

Mishagin family are analyzed and some myths spread by the Russian emigrant and memoirist A. N. Mishagin-

Skrydlov. 

Keywords: serfdom, nobility, peasantry, suicide, violence, Luga uezd, St. Petersburg governorate, Tula, 

Russia in the XIX century. 

 


