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Lugacheva A. L. Zemstvo statisticians Konstantin and Hippolyte Werner: one fate for two 

The article examines the little-studied stories in Russian historiography about the fate and professional 

career of the most famous zemstvo statisticians in the 1880s 3 the brothers Konstantin and Ippolit Verner. It is 

established that although the zemstvo councils were opened on January 1, 1865, but statistical bureaus in them 

began to be established only by the 1880s. Almost all zemstvos in the European provinces of the Russian 

Empire faced the problem of an acute shortage of information about their own regions: population, crafts, 

agriculture, health and education, manufactured goods, etc., which were also absent from government 

statistics. These circumstances forced the zemstvos to conduct their own research, which is still considered a 

unique phenomenon in domestic statistics. It is noted that the power structures, despite the rich material 

collected «for local needs», treated the zemstvo initiatives with a certain degree of skepticism because of the 

fear of the spread of populist ideas. As a result, many collected and published statistical materials remained 

unclaimed. The conclusion is made about the significant contribution of Konstantin and Ippolit Vernerov to 

the development of zemstvo statistics. 

Keywords: Russian Empire, Kursk province, Taurida province, zemstvo statistics. 

 


