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Seidaliev E. I., Seidalieva D. E. Graffiti on fragments of ceramic vessels from the excavations of the 

Solkhat settlement (by the materials of research 202032021) 

The settlement of Solkhat is a monument of the Golden Horde of Crimea, the material culture of the 

population of which developed within the framework of the functioning of three religious communities: 

Muslim, Jewish and Christian. All communities were polyethnic. A significant number of publications are 

devoted to the material culture of the Christian population of Solkhat. Research in recent years has 

significantly expanded the materials relating to the Christian community. During excavations in 202032021 a 

significant number of fragments of ceramic vessels were found, covered with symbols traced on baked clay. 

Graffiti on potsherds is conventionally divided into two large groups: those marking the belonging of vessels 

or their contents to a particular owner, and items used in the Christian burial tradition. Most of the finds 

belong to the first group. The second group is represented by a single find coming from a burial located on the 

territory of a new cultural heritage site, the Muslim Necropolis. The object was discovered during the 

reconstruction of the Starokrymsky city stadium. In the burial, made according to the Islamic tradition, a 

fragment of the wall of a ceramic vessel with graffiti in the form of a cross enclosed in an oval or a rectangle 

with rounded corners was found. Sherds with crosses are a sign of the Christian burial tradition recorded in the 

Crimea in the 13th 3 14th centuries. The presence of elements of Christian funeral rituals in a Muslim burial in 

an Islamic necropolis testifies to the close relationship between the Christian and Muslim communities of the 

Golden Horde capital of Crimea. 

Keywords: Golden Horde, Solkhat, Crimea, Christian community, Muslim community, ceramics. 

 


